or anybody else. They came to know how many
were coming only when the trains drew up at the station
platform. This was most unfortunate. There were
among the refugees women and children, also old men.
He was told that there were women refugees who de-
livered on the station platforms.
DR. GOPIGHAND
All this was in East Punjab., whose Prime Minister
was Dr. Gopichand. Dr. Gopichand was a valued
associate of his. He had known him for years as an able
organizer with great influence over the Punjabees.
He wofked for the Harijan Sevak Sangh, the All India
Spinners' Association as also the All India Village Indus-
tries Association. The speaker said that he should not
have thought that the task of East Punjab would be
beyond him, but if Panipat was a sample of his work-
manship, it was a sad reflection upon his Government*
Why were the refugees dumped down anywhere without
notice? Why were there inadequate arrangements for
their reception? Why should the officers not know
beforehand who and how many were coming? Added
to this was the information he had received the day
before that there were three lakhs of Muslims in the
Gurgaon District who were frightened into leaving
their homes. They were living in the open, alongside
the public road with the expectation that they, with
their wives, children and cattle were to undertake a
march of 300 miles in the severe winter weather of the
Punjab. He did not believe the story. He thought that
there was some mistake in the narrative given to him
by his friends, and still hoped that it was altogether
wrong or exaggerated. But after what he had seen in
Panipat, he was shaken in his disbelief. Anyway, he
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